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There was a big cheer for Mr. Chamberlain at
first. He rose at once, ground his hands together,
and spoke in a full voice. He said that Sir Nevile
Henderson had delivered the British ultimatum
to Herr von Ribbentrop at 9.30 last night.
Ribbentrop then said that he must consult Hitler
before giving a reply. "Up to the present,"
Mr. Chamberlain said, "we have received no
reply."

The House almost audibly drew in breath.
Mr. Chamberlain paused ever so slightly. This
situation was envisaged by some of us last night.
Apparently the British ultimatum contained no
time limit. Hitler was in a position to stall. He
could either refuse to give an immediate reply, or
say that he would reply at some future date.

Mr. Chamberlain went on in a rather different
tone of voice. It was obvious that the House was
deeply shocked. He said that the delay was
possibly caused by an Italian proposal for media-
tion, an Italian proposal that hostilities should
stop, and that the great Powers should attempt
to open negotiations for a peaceful settle-
ment.

The Prime Minister then said that the British
Government would find it impossible to take part
in any conference while Poland was still subjected
to an invasion. There were big cheers at this.
He then added that the British Government was
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